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SECRET 


Note of a Discussion between the Prime Minister and the Foreign 
Secretary, at Chequers on the morning of Wednesday, January 4, 


1961. 


LAOS 

It was agreed that the immediate action should be:- 

(a) to wait for the legitimisation of Prince Boun Oum's 
Government, which was expected to take place on 
January 4, and then to approach Prince Souvannah Phouma 
in a further attempt to get him to resign. It shoulc be 
pointed out to him that if he dio this, he would be 
preparing himself in the best possible way to serve his 
country at some future time; 

(b) On January 4 or January 5 we should approach at least 
the friendly signatories of the Geneva Agreement with a 
view to getting their acceptance of the return of the 
I.C.C.; 

(c) To send a message on January 4 to Mr. Herter, thanking 
him for his communication and expressing pleasure that 
British and American policies seem to be closer together. 
This message should go on to make the following points 
(i) As both the United Kingdom ana the United States 
have decided to go for the political rather than the 
military solution in Laos, the sooner the political 
operates the better; we are not winning the military 
battle, and delay is dangerous; 

(ii) The establishment of the I.C.C. is vital to us 
because the only political alternative is the much 
worse -..one of a Conference. . Therefore it is very much 
in our interest to get ^ established and to show that 
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if we fail, the fault is entirely that of the 
Communist Bloc. We (and this includes the Laotian 

Government) should therefore make as few quibbles 
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about aMsAhis as possible; 

(iii) It is quite possible that Mr. Khrushchev has 
made a serious mistake in accepting the idea of the 
I.'C.C. Its terms of reference are better than 
anything we could hope to get now and, if properly 
carried out. should give us all we want. We 
should therefore give Khrushchev no excuse for 
funning out at this stage. 

It was also agreed that Commonwealth countries should be 
informed of what was happening. The Foreign Secretary himself 
undertook to keep in touch with Australia, Canada, India and 
New Zealand, probably through their High Commissioners. He 
would ask Mr. Alport to see or get in touch with Malaya; Ceylon, 
Ghana, Nigeria and South Africa. The Prime Minister would I 
send a message to President Ayub, which the Foreign Secretary 
agreed to have drafted in the Foreign Office. 
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It was also agreed that it was not necessary at the 
moment to have any special meeting of the Cabinet, but the 
Prime Minister would send a minute to his colleagues on 
January 5, explaining why he had not called a meeting and 
circulating a short factual memorandum about the position in 
Laos; the Foreign Secretary agreed to have this prepared. 




